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Your donation will help the
OutCenter serve the LGBT
community and its allies in

Southwest Michigan.

All amounts count!

The OutCenter is a 501(c)(3)
charitable organization.

April's Open House:
Celebrating the

new digs by
honoring the

impacts in 2013!  
Board and Fund Development

Committee members welcomed
visitors and all heard some

amazing testimonials about the
successes of 2013.

Above: Teen journalists Claire
and MacKenzie spoke about the
important role the OutCenter
and Teen Pride play in serving
teens, and creating change in

Southwest Michigan.

Highlights of 2013 in Review

A VERY Important Fundraising Opportunity!

Imagine your support of the OutCenter x 3!

Whirlpool Pride's annual fundraiser for the OutCenter is set

for June 28 in Chicago. But this is a whole new ball game!

It will be an incredibly fun time--as always--with great entertainment,
food and friends gathering to support LGBT equality!

But wait--there's more!

If 200 tickets are sold for this event, $10,000 will have been raised for
the OutCenter. But wait--STILL more!

If 200 tickets are sold, a few donors in Berrien County will write a check,
totaling an additional $10,000. But wait--there's EVEN MORE!

A major donor in Chicago has committed to matching all these
donations DOLLAR FOR DOLLAR, up to $20,000!

That would mean $40,000 of MUCH NEEDED support to the OutCenter!

That translates into:

MORE capacity to serve MORE teens
MORE capacity to do more MORE outreach
MORE capacity to create MORE change in
Southwest Michigan!

So buy your tickets today  
and help us sell out this event!

Buy your tickets today and know you are leveraging so much more!
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Despite the fact that the
organization was open 15 days
less than in 2012, the
OutCenter made incredible
strides in a number of areas:
-Whole Lives Healthy Lives
brought on 4 new volunteer
facilitators and expanded the
number of meetings, resulting
in a 56% increase in
attendance.
-Teen Pride Gay-Straight
Alliance benefited from new
teen and adult leadership, and
attendance increased 94%.
-For the first time, applied for
and received funding from the
Frederick S. Upton and Berrien
Community Foundations.
-Established and worked in
strategic partnership with:

Berrien RESA to "reach
and teach" Middle and
High School counselors
about the needs of
LGBTQ teens.
Child & Family Services
of Southwestern
Michigan to leverage
their skills and programs
to respond to the needs
of LGBTQ adults,
families and teens.

Program
Updates & Events

May 31, 2-5 PM
 200 Water Street

Benton Harbor, MI

Free food, free fun,

free live music & DJ,

and swag!

LGBTQ & Allied
Teens are MOST

Welcome!

County-wide
Gay-Straight Alliance

 
 

Allies Making Their
Support Known!
The OutCenter received a phone call
from the Conybeare Law Office a few
weeks ago asking if they could
borrow the OutCenter's flying colors
in support of the LGBT movement.
The OutCenter obliged.

Turns out Michigan Attorney General,
Bill Schuette, was the guest speaker
at the Berrien County Bar Association Law Day Event, which took place
across the street from their offices on May 12.

This image and some of this article's contents are from their Facebook
posting about the Firm's position.

"In a recent case, brought by two gay nurses that live with their children
in a Detroit Suburb, Mr. Schuette defended a 2004 Constitutional ban on
Gay Marriage through the use of experts considered 'unbelievable' by the
Judge hearing the case.

The attorneys from our office decided not to attend this year's Law Day
event because we believe that Mr. Schuette wasted Michigan taxpayer
money defending the Michigan Constitution by disparaging gay people
and their ability to be good parents. Conybeare Law Office supports and
protects the rights of all individuals, gay or straight."

What a great precedent for an ally to set in Southwest Michigan!

Anyone else want to borrow the OutCenter's flag?

Let us know and give us a darn good reason for your support of LGBT
rights and equality in Southwest Michigan, and you, too, can fly these
colors! 

When "Every Vote Counts"
By Claire Postelli and MacKenzie Carlock
 
Every year there is a Law Day Essay sponsored by
The Berrien County Bar Association in order to give
teens a voice in the political realm. The theme this
year was 'every vote counts,' a motto that seems to
be propaganda but, in reality, can mean so much
more.
 
A junior at Saint Joseph High School, Hannah Starke,
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Teens, Ages 14-18 
   

Monthly meetings are 3rd

Saturdays, 2-5 PM,

@ The Phoenix

124 Water Street 

 
Next Meetings:

June 21
July 19

August 16
September 20

Teen Pride on Facebook!

  

NEW SUMMER SCHEDULE!!
 

A great opportunity for adults to
connect with others in a
supportive and healthy

environment.  
Attend and find out more about

this great group of folks!  

info@outcenter.org
269.925.8330

Foundation Support

West Shore Aware

Frederick S. Upton Foundation

Quick Links
Our Website

Programs & Services
Resources

OutCenter on Facebook:

was the proud winner of this year's competition.
 
But this was not just a win for her (there is a $500 prize). It is also a
win for the LGBTQ community. In her piece, she talked about gay rights
and other marginalized groups. Why? Because when people say "every
vote counts" they do not always mean every vote. Hannah said that her
essay focused on this as well as idealism in America.
 
She said, "There really is a big picture of idealism in early America
(about voting rights) but in reality women couldn't vote, people of color
couldn't vote, and it would be hard to find anyone outside of the sect of
Christianity voting as well."
 
With the ban of gay marriage being lifted in Michigan, it is important to
remember why this happened. People voted to make it so. Hannah said,
"If you can't vote to see representation in government then it's not
really democracy."
 
By selecting politicians with your viewpoints and campaigning for causes
you believe in you can make a difference. Even if you are too young to
vote, you can take part in things like the Law Day Essay to show an
interest in the political world around you.
 
"I think this essay is important to show that young people aren't as
apathetic as every article in Time Magazine paints us to be," Hannah
said.

FINANCIAL PLANNING 101
By Jerry Pfeiffle, Jr.
Financial Services Professional
LifePoint Financial Group-Serving SW Michigan

 
Same-sex partners (married/unmarried) and
heterosexual unmarried couples are becoming
increasingly prevalent, more vocal and comprising a
large segment of our nation's population.  That's a
good thing.  However, meeting their financial needs,
as our society becomes even more complex and
discriminatory, makes proper and strategic estate and financial planning
imperative. 
 
This is not a unique declaration for any segment of the population, but
it has been my observation the past thirty years in my career that it has
been human nature to procrastinate, or enter into denial, or delegate
responsibility to others or wait until the bitter end to engage in active
pursuit of doing what's financially prudent.  Some people become
complacent by their knowledge of having a will or participating in a 401k
plan or by owning a modest life insurance policy or having a relationship
with a so-called "financial advisor," CPA or attorney.  None of these
alone represent the hallmark of smart financial planning. 
 
Everyone is not treated equally in the eyes of the laws, thus it is even
more crucial that people who do not qualify for certain luxuries or
provisions, obtain a compassionate and knowledgeable guidance from a
financial services professional who succeed in circumventing the
unfairness by strategic and macro-economic planning. 
 
I submit to you that people described above are in desperate need of an
orchestra performing on their behalf rather than a collection of soloists,
each of whom have different sheet music.  What I mean is that there
are professionals who are important to good financial planning but
limited by their own specific knowledge and expertise within their own
discipline.  It is only the collaborative effort of the CPA, lawyer, financial
advisor, and others that is exactly what is appropriate for you and your
desires.
 
What is always missing is the orchestra conductor (like myself) who is a
very experienced and knowledgeable financial services professional
whose mission it is to coach and enlighten people how to establish a
plan and acquire the tools and products of each discipline that your plan
dictates.  Furthermore, it is the conductor who will hold the other
professional participants accountable for their contribution to your
financial plan so that everyone has the same sheet music with your
name on it and complementing (rather than competing) the work and
contribution of the other professional participants. 
 
Just like in a good marriage and committed
relationship....COMMUNICATION IS KEY!
 
All too often we place too much confidence and trust in those who
profess to be what they claim and who strive to do what's right for
you...only to find out that are imposters or self-serving to your
detriment.
 
In summation, suffice it to say, everyone's lifestyle and financial
resources are not the same, thus everyone's financial necessities and
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goals are not going to be the same. Therefore, it is truly in your best
interest to seek mentoring and coaching (without obligation on your
part) from the proper person help you establish a financial plan (as
complex or simple as required), plan strategic steps in pursuit of your
plan and summon the professional help of others whose advice and
services become important to your planning. 
 
BE PROACTIVE, NOT REACTIVE.
 

Forward this email

This email was sent to maryjoschnell@outcenter.org by info@outcenter.org |  
Update Profile/Email Address | Rapid removal with SafeUnsubscribe™ | Privacy Policy.

OutCenter | 132 Water Street | Benton Harbor | MI | 49022
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